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Exercise #2:  Shifts in Tense 

Directions:  Choose the verb that correctly completes the sentence without creating a shift in 
tense. 

1. When LeBron dunked the ball into the net, the fans _____________ wild. 
a.  go 
b.  went 

 
2. Yesterday, Rebecca was told to remove her wet boots before entering the kitchen, but she 

_____________ in without removing them anyway. 
 a.  walked 
 b.  walks 

 
3. I started writing my thesis four weeks ago, but I _____________ it right before class last 

night despite my early preparation. 
  a.  am finishing 
  b.  finished 
 

4. Every morning when the alarm clock rings, I _____________ over for an extra five 
minutes of sleep. 

a.  yawn, stretch and roll 
b.  yawned, stretched and roll 

 
5. The characters in the novel are average people, but they _____________more than 

average problems.  
 
  a.  have 
  b.  had 

 
6. By the time Chad is finished cramming for finals, he _____________for seven hours. 

 
a.  studied 
b.  will have studied 

 

7. The driver yelled at me to get off the bus, so I asked him why, and he_____________me 
it is none of my business. 

 
  a.  told 
  b.  tells 
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